Blackjack Strategies
While the rules of the game are simple, strategies in the game are more ingenious and fun practicing. They can take months of practice to be fully mastered. With a few basic tips about each of the basic playing options, you can certainly speed up that process. Successful Blackjack strategies are what would differentiate a pro from a bunch of rookies. Get to know some, and with some practice you can quickly turn into a pro yourself. 

Blackjack Basic Strategy is a list of options made to keep up the probability for you to win. The two things to look for while judging the best response are the dealer’s card and your card value. Among the options you can choose from is the Stand, Hit, Double Down or Surrender. If the dealer’s card is an Ace, you have the Insurance option. That means a maximum total of 5 to choose from.

When to Stand?

To stand is the best option when you have a modest hand value, but fear that another card will make you bust. For example, if you are dealt a K and a 7, you have a total score of 17, 4 less than 21, and a Stand remains better than a hit. In case you do choose a hit, you run a high risk of being busted as there is a greater chance the next card would be bigger than four than being an Ace, 2 or 3. 

There are sometimes borderline issues when it’s best to follow your gut. Which one to choose -a Stand or a Hit if your hand value is 15? A stand will still get the preference by conventional wisdom, but have the value lowered to 14, and a Hit seems more seductive.

When to Hit?  
Hitting lets you have an extra card dealt, and if that fells short of a 21 you can have another Hit. You can continue Hitting as long as you Stand or get busted, or get a rare 21. Hitting is a definitive option if you have your hand value less than or equal to 11. If you have it greater than 11, but still close to it, you may still choose to hit. Because there is a healthy chance you would be able to remain within 21 while having a high hand value. 

When to Double Down?

Double Down is especially useful in situations where Hit can work, but the odds are stacked against the house. In that case, you can pump up your bid, having seen the first card of the dealer and seeing that it has a low value. Take for example that you have a card value of 12 while the dealer’s up card is 4. You have a very certain chance of getting it across, and so you double your bet, in return for one card being dealt to you. Unlike a Hit, once you have been dealt a card, you do not have the option of being dealt more cards after that. 

When to Split?

Split when you have two cards of the same value. Unless the dealer’s upcard is ridiculously low, it’s better to go for a split. It allows you to have separate hands on each of the two cards that you throw on the table. You can make your decisions like Stand, Hit, Double Down or Resplit at the separate hands on the split. 

When to have Insurance?

Insurance allows you to cover for the money you will lose in case of a dealer’s Blackjack. Once you have seen that the upcard is an Ace, you have the option of Insurance, which means that if the card underneath it turns out to be a picture card, the payout will be 2 on 1 rather than the 3 on 2 as happens on a Blackjack. You will lose on Blackjack, but that is compensated by the 2 on 1 payout made. That’s the reason it is called Insurance; it insures you against Blackjack loss. 

How to Learn the Strategies?

Online games and downloadable Blackjacks on PCs and mobiles is the sure way out. But once again a word of caution: Play no download Blackjack for fun only. Get to learn as much as possible!
